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osTraum: document EAST already exists over three years, during this time many 
fascinating documentary photographers from Eastern Europe and former Soviet 
Union were featured on your platform. What is the history behind document EAST 
and how do you discover new photographers? 

document EAST / Magda Nieduzak: I founded document EAST over 3 years ago to 
combine my passion for photography with my personal Eastern 
European background, being originally from Poland and having lived there until the 
age of 18. Back then I used to live in London and work for a medical recruitment 
agency, which was neither stimulating nor had it anything to do with my interests and 
academic background (I studied history of art, with a focus on photography). One 
rainy and gloomy evening of October 2014, I simply sat down in my living room and 
decided to create a blog where I'd post some of the most interesting documentary 
photography projects from Eastern Europe and former Soviet Union which I had 
come across. While the photographic medium and those geographies seemed like an 
obvious choice to me, I decided to focus on documentary work as that was what 
interested me the most at that time and linked nicely to my university degree, during 
which I studied a lot of 20th century documentary photography. Over the past 3 years, 
document EAST has become a full-grown online platform dedicated to promoting 
and showcasing documentary photography from Eastern Europe and former Soviet 
Union, featuring both emerging and established photographers. Since the launch, I 
have published documentary projects by over 30 individual photographers, one duo, 
and one major online collective storytelling project, all shot in over 20 countries in the 
widely understood Eastern Europe and former Soviet Union.  

At the very beginning of my adventure with document EAST, I spent hours on online 
research as well as looking through books and magazines. Online, I would look at 
organisations with a similar focus, photography competitions and festivals in the 
region, as well as simply Instagram groups and even individual accounts. Print-wise, 
I would devour anything with a photography and Eastern Europe/post-Soviet focus, 
even if not really related to documentary per se. One thing would often lead to 
another and eventually I ended up with a very long list of projects and photographers 
I'd like to feature - and believe me, this list is constantly growing! Later on down the 
line, once document EAST made a name for itself in this somewhat niche and 
specialised field, photographers started reaching out and submitting their work 
directly, making it another key way of discovering new exciting projects to publish.  

 
osTraum: Magda, you are founder and editor of document EAST. Is it rather your 
personal one-man project or is there anybody else involved in it? 

document EAST (M.N.): In fact, I'm the founder, editor, and only writer of document 
EAST, so it is still very much a one-(wo)man band. I have been thinking of looking for 
contributors and collaborators for a while now but as of now, this is still on my to-do 
list so stay tuned. 
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osTraum: What are your favourite photographers documenting everyday life in 
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe?  

document EAST (M.N.): I would rather avoid the word 'favourite' - when choosing 
projects to feature on document EAST, I try to go beyond what I personally like and 
what I dislike even though of course I am fully aware that my choices are at the end 
of the day very subjective. Nevertheless, instead, let me talk about some of the most 
interesting photographers I have featured (although this is a very difficult task as 
well). As a tribute to what made me start document EAST, I'd like to mention: 

• Rafal Milach of Sputnik Photos - after all, his project '7 Rooms' was the very 
first body of work I featured (link: https://documenteast.com/2014/10/09/rafal-
milach-7-rooms-series/).  

When thinking of portraiture, I find particularly interesting projects by:  

• Annika Haas ('Plane Watchers' - 
link: https://documenteast.com/2014/10/15/annika-haas-plane-watchers/) 

• Agnieszka Rayss ('I Reminisce and Cry for Life' - 
link: https://documenteast.com/2014/11/13/agnieszka-rayss-i-reminisce-and-
cry-for-life/) 

• Mariya Kozhanova ('Declared Detachment' - 
link: https://documenteast.com/2017/02/14/mariya-kozhanova-declared-
detachment-2012-present/).  

Great documentary projects that 'flirt' with myth, folk and dream are:  

• 'Suiti' by Marta Berens (link: https://documenteast.com/2015/05/07/marta-
berens-suiti-2014-present/) 

• 'Notes for an Epilogue' by Tamas Dezso (link here: 
https://documenteast.com/2014/11/07/tamas-dezso-notes-for-an-epilogue-
2011-ongoing/)  

• 'Tiksi' by Evgenia Arbugaeva (link: 
by https://documenteast.com/2015/01/13/evgenia-arbugaeva-tiksi/).  

When thinking of 'engaged' documentary projects, I'd like to mention:  

• 'Input/Output' by Kamil Sleszynski 
(link: https://documenteast.com/2016/06/02/kamil-sleszynski-inputoutput-
2014-2015/),  

• 'Spodni Proud' by Zuzana Sramkova 
(link: https://documenteast.com/2016/07/26/zuzana-sramkova-spodni-proud-
2011-2015/) and  

• 'Post-Industrial Stories' by Ioana Cirlig and Marin Raica 
(link: https://documenteast.com/2015/02/19/ioana-cirlig-and-marin-raica-post-
industrial-stories-2012-present/).  

I could be listing other interesting photographers and projects for hours so let me only 
add Everyday Eastern Europe, as the last project I'd like to mention here - it's a 
collective mobile phone photography project documenting everyday lives in Eastern 
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Europe, which takes the form of an Instagram feed and a group under the same 
name (link: https://www.instagram.com/everydayeasterneurope/). When launching 
document EAST Instagram in the summer 2015 I teamed up with the founder of the 
group, Tina Remiz, to run a story curated from the group's vast archives 
(link: https://documenteast.com/2015/08/11/new-eastern-europe-stories-behind-the-
headlines-document-east-everyday-eastern-europe/). There are many, many other 
photographers who deserve to be listed here and whose work I am yet to feature but 
let's leave that for next time. 

osTraum: Do countries featured in document EAST have something in common, 
from your point of view, apart from their socialist past in the 20th century? 

document EAST (M.N.): Yes, of course they do, even if many of these factors 
(especially some of the most recent ones) link back to their socialist past or their 
inter-related history in general. First of all, let me say that those countries in Eastern 
Europe and former Soviet Union, which have experienced socialism or communism 
in one form or another (so in fact, most countries in the entire widely defined region), 
have been touched or tainted, as you prefer, by that experience for many years and 
generations to come. That in turn has had a massive influence on pretty much all 
aspects of life in these particular states and territories, both looking back at how 
people lived there in the past as well as considering today's everyday lives in, for 
example, Estonia, Poland, Bulgaria, Russia, Azerbaijan, or Kyrgyzstan. Socialist 
history aside, of course one of the most basic but also most important links is simply 
that of geography. Lying literally in the eastern part of the European continent, and in 
the western and central parts of Asia meant that the histories of today's countries and 
territories in these regions have been intertwined for centuries. That of course 
created a rich network of societal, cultural, economic and linguistic links, which I will 
skip discussing here - hundreds thousands of books (if not more) have been written 
on this subject. On the other hand, it's crucial to understand that this vast 'region' is 
incredibly diverse, even within this context of links and commonalities and I do hope 
that projects I feature on document EAST show Eastern Europe and former Soviet 
Union from a multitude of perspectives and testify to this diversity. 

 
osTraum: Are there some plans about future development of document EAST in the 
pipeline? Do you intend, for instance, to organize an exhibition with works featured 
on the platform? 

document EAST (M.N.): Yes, of course there are many different plans I have in 
mind for document EAST! My mind is full of exciting (I hope) ideas but sadly, recently 
I have not had enough time at hand. Nonetheless, I have a few new 'additions' in 
mind such as of course developing the type of content I feature on document EAST 
as well as stepping out of the online sphere into the offline world by developing more 
collaborations with like-minded platforms, organisations, and institutions, which could 
also potentially include exhibitions. I'm afraid at this stage I cannot reveal any more 
details, so please keep following document EAST and watch that space for more. 

	


